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To the family of...

A word about sharing your faith
At a time when many people are thinking
about resolutions for 2022, I’d like to
throw one out there: share your faith. Like
many phrases you hear at church, for
instance, “love your neighbor,” it’s short
and simple in terms of what the words
mean, but putting it into action is a whole
other ballgame.

We’re on the Web!
www.holy-shepherd.org

Blood Drives at Holy Shepherd
The American Red Cross is offering incentives such as T-shirts and more, to increase
blood donations. Here’s why. In their words, “This is serious. The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade. The dangerously low blood supply levels have
forced some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ transplants. Your
donation is desperately needed this holiday season. Please schedule an appointment to give
now.”

So if you’re willing and able, the first two blood drives that will be held at Holy Shepherd
are listed below. Please mark your calendar with reminders. As always, the blood drives
at Holy Shepherd are always on a Friday in the fellowship hall from 12:30-5:30pm.
•

Friday, February 18th

•

Friday, May 6th

Deadline for Newsletter Articles
Please have articles for February’s newsletter submitted by January 12 using the
church email address: hslc@sbcglobal.net.

have his or her own answer, but a Lutheran
will likely lean on “grace” at some point in
discussing this point.

+ People may lump you in with people you don’t
want to be lumped in with. Many people have
questioned their faith or left the church
because of how other Christians have treated them. People may have concerns about
If you decide 2022 is the year you respond how other Christians have acted in history
to the short but challenging commandment or in their own lives. One way to respond
from Jesus, “Go, make disciples,” I want to if this comes up is to offer to pray for the
share a few things that might be helpful in person who has been hurt and to pray for
living out this part of our faith.
those who have hurt them, putting Jesus’
words about praying for one’s enemies into
+ You don’t need all the answers. When you
action. And it’s fair to tell the person that
tell people about God, when you share
your faith, or when you talk about the dif- not all Christians are the same, and how
the ones who have been in your life have
ference Jesus makes in your life, they will
been compassionate, caring people
have questions. It’s okay to say, “You
know what, I’m not sure about that, but I (hopefully!).
can investigate,” or to say, “I don’t
+ Pray for the people you tend to see from day to
know. What do you think?” In my own
day. God can work wonders through prayministry, I’ve found that people tend to be er, and if you can tell people you’ve been
receptive when you show the humility it
praying for them, it’s a way of letting peotakes to tell them up front that you’re not ple know that someone out there cares
sure rather than making something up.
about them.
+ If you share your faith, people may question your
life. People will want to know if you walk
the talk. It says a lot about your integrity if
you can say, “I don’t fully live up to all my
beliefs all the time.” This can be a good
opportunity to open up the conversation
and ask the person, “So when you struggle
with not being able to live up to your ideals, how do you handle it?” Everyone will

These are just a few ideas that I hope can
be of help as we all go about our calling to
share our faith and let people know the
good news that God loves them and has
sent Jesus as the embodiment of that love.
May your 2022 be filled with good news
that you can’t help but share.
Pastor Eric
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Mission Statement

To fulfill our mission as
Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church, we…
Trust in God for guidance
and support,
Thank God in word and
deed,
Teach the good news of
Jesus, and
Tend those inside and
outside the flock,
Because the Holy Spirit...
Ties us closer to God and
to one another, and
Transforms us into devoted disciples of Jesus
Christ.
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Greetings,

Are you wondering where December, has gone? Did you miss the signs? Did it fly
by with little warning or attention? All back page news. Or were we just a little
blind and failed to recognize, consciously or not, the energy drain on life filtering
itself throughout the fabric of society. What seems to be becoming apparent more
and more every day is that people are over burdened and losing awareness to what
is most important in their lives? You ask why?
One answer is busyness. Busyness overwhelms our daily routines creating a level of chaos across every phase
of our lives. The level of busyness we accept requires one to prioritize life’s demands. A process we all follow when making the majority of our decisions. Nothing is immune to busyness’s impact and effect, except a
thriving personal relationship with God. Through daily conversation about his will and our service to him we
have a method to balance the chaos.
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Quarterly Major Mission Emphasis: January - March 2022
Off-Site Service Team
Our Off-Site Service Team is currently planning to invite participation in several 1day service opportunities and has plans to include one annual multi-day service
trip, all of which would occur somewhere other than Holy Shepherd and be open to
a wide range of age and ability levels, as we live out our faith and grow as Christians.
Details about the spring 2022 multi-day annual trip to CASS in Detroit will be shared
as plans are developed.
Donations for the next three months will be used for funding food and project needs
to carry out God’s work with Our hands.
1

During this Advent season we are welcomed to strengthen our faith by preparing and renewing our personal
relationship with God. Our Wonderful Counselor invites us to reprioritize our Advent preparation and our
life’s smothering demands. Including God in your “prioritization” thoughts is a solution to controlling busyness. Fight the temptation that allows busyness to overtake your decisions. God created us and desires to be
part of our lives. Join God and start 2022 with serving God’s will as our number one priority.
In Christ’s love,
Dave Gerlach

Members are asked to refer to the Monthly Newsletter available at the
Welcome Center, or the eNewletter for this information

The staff at Holy Shepherd would like to thank all who remembered us in any way during the
holiday season, and to those who work so hard to make ministry happen at Holy Shepherd all
year long!
Wishing everyone a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, January 30

Members are asked to refer to the Monthly Newsletter available at the
Welcome Center, or the eNewletter for this information

Our annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 30th beginning at 11:15 am. We are
pleased to be welcoming people into the worship space for the meeting once again this year. At the
same time, we also know there are people who have continued to remain active and involved with
the congregation who are not ready to be with us in person, so the church council is working on a
hybrid format for the meeting. While it is still a work in progress, it will most likely involve some of
the congregation meeting in person in the worship space and other people who want to participate
joining via Zoom. Information on how to participate remotely will be sent out by email in January.
All confirmed members who have worshiped and contributed to the congregation in the last year are members in
good standing who are eligible to vote at the annual meeting. Business items will include election of new council
members and officers, approval of the congregational budget, and hearing reports of our ministry over the past
year.

Please plan to join us for this important time of tending to the ministry of administration that supports our work
together as a congregation.

Sub sandwiches coming in February
Holy Shepherd youth will be selling sub sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 13, 2022. The
subs will be made fresh that morning by our capable young chefs. Ham and cheese or turkey and
cheese will be available all made with the usual fixings of tomato, lettuce, peppers, and onion
with dressing on the side. All this for the price of $6.00 per sub.

A Message from our new Director of Congregational Life
Let me start by thanking everyone for his or her kind and supportive words as I start this
new journey as the Director of Congregational Life at Holy Shepherd. I have received many
cards and messages and have had supportive conversations with a lot of you. Your kindness
and support mean the world to me. Change is exciting and an opportunity for growth, but it
can also be chaotic and stressful at times, so I ask for prayers and some grace as Carlene and
I navigate this transitional period.
With that said, I am so grateful for this opportunity to serve the congregation in a new and creative way. There
were many factors that seemed to align both at church and in my own personal life for this opportunity to occur.
Some may call this the stars aligning, but as a Christian I know there’s a greater power at work. As I get older, I
am more receptive to the nudges I feel in my gut and the intentions God puts in my heart. He has put the willingness in my heart to serve the congregation in this new and exciting way and I’m going to have faith that everything will fall into place for both our church and my family.
I look forward to using my skills and experience as an educator to help grow the wonderful youth programs already in place and move Holy Shepherd forward with some new opportunities and events as well. Thank you for
your continued support and I can’t wait to personally work with each of you in some way to help our church
family thrive and flourish.
With love and gratitude,
Lyndsay

All proceeds will go to the youth Minneapolis Gathering fund to help out with our trip in the summer. Please use the
Sub Sandwich form for your order. Payment must be included with the order. Checks should be made out to Holy
Shepherd with Youth Gathering written on the memo line. Any questions contact Carlene or the office.
All orders must be placed before Feb. 13th. Order forms can be picked up in the narthex or can be found attached to
the mid-week email.

Upcoming events for the Youth Gathering
Mark your calendars for these upcoming opportunities to support our youth.
Saturday March 12- Drive through spaghetti dinner. Pick-up from 3:00 to 6:00pm. Menu - Spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, bread and a dessert. Tickets - $10.00. Senior citizens and Veterans
- $7.00. More information to follow in February’s newsletter. Tickets will be sold before church
services in the coming weeks.
Sunday March 13. The Holy Shepherd youth who are attending the youth gathering are hosting
a silent auction. March 13th will be the ending date, and winners will be announced after to 10:00AM service. Here is
how this works! Baskets and items will be on display in the narthex on Feb.20, Feb.27, March 6, and March 13. All
these days you will be able to bid on the basket of your choice. The highest bid will be the winner and can claim the
basket from 11:00am until noon. More information to follow.
Sunday Feb. 13 is the date to bring your donated basket for the auction. These can be one very special item (new) or
a themed basket full of items. Please bring your basket or item in to the office by Feb.13. Also give us an approximate value to your item or basket. We are asking for donations from individuals and church groups to donate to help
our cause. Contact Carlene if you have any questions or would like to donate a basket. Thank you in advance.

Food Distribution with Mobile Marketplace at Holy Shepherd

4

9

Christmas for Campagna Students
Our youth shopped for Christmas gifts for Campagna students with their own money then returned back to
church for a pizza party and a White Elephant gift exchange. A few days later all the gifts were dropped off at
Campagna Academy. We want to thank the efforts and donations of our youth in making spirits bright for the
student residents of Campagna.

The most cars we’ve ever seen for one of our food distributions lined our parking lot on December 7th.
We want to thank those who braved the cold to help folks finding themselves hungry during this challenging time.

2021 Secret Pal Ladies Luncheon at Houlihan’s
PrimeTimers Christmas Party
One of the joys of Christmastime is spending time with friends once again sharing a
party atmosphere and just being silly laughing during the White Elephant game, or at
our very entertaining Elf dressed in festive garb. Thanks to all who helped plan the
event and to those that participated! See you next year!

Tradewinds Christmas Party at Holy Shepherd
Holy Shepherd's large group of volunteers hosted a Christmas party on Saturday for the staff and residents of
Tradewinds. Here are some pictures of the festivities including Buddy the Elf's visit and live music.
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Cookie Walk a huge SUCCESS!
We want to thank the many bakers and buyers that contributed to the success of our annual Cookie Walk! We were
able to raise over $1000 in sales that will benefit the youth headed to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis,
the summer of 2022. Thanks again everyone!
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I am a Child of the King
In this newsletter, I am sharing one of my favorite poems. This is a poem with
the Bible verses to prove it, I read every day after my daily reading from the
Bible. It comforts me. It expresses who I am, and hopefully, others most of
the time, see me this way too.
It is important to me that I remember each and every day just who my Father
is, and that the Son has done so much for me. It is a blessing to know that the
Spirit lives in me and is my encourager. When I am afraid, it is comforting to know I am in the hands of Jesus and no
one can snatch me from Him.
God’s presence is always with me and no matter where I go or what I do, He will never leave me. And so, I share this
poem with you in the hope that it will touch your heart the way it has touched mine. As I move to a new phase in my
life, I can do it confidently because “I am a child of the King and choose this day to live as one.”
Blessings to you all,
Carlene

Psalm for January

Psalm 29 ~ The Lord Will Bless All People
Refrain;
The Lord will bless all people
All people with peace, with Peace,
The Lord will bless all people
With Peace.

Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 3

Give to God your glory,

God’s voice is heard on the
waters,

God’s glory thunders!

You children of God;
Give glory and power!
Adore the Lord our God
Who is holy.
Refrain:

The depth of the vast sea waters;
The voice of the Lord full of
power,
A voice filled with splendor.
Refrain;

In God’s house all will cry:
Glory! God has reigned o’er the
flood,
And will reign for ever!
Refrain.

